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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Kl This action is non-final. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 4 and 5 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference to Griesmer et al. Rejections based on the newly cited reference 
follow. 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) "the terminal unit", recited in line 5, should be changed to "the origination 
terminal unit" for clarity since it lacks antecedence basis. 

b) "origination country code" recited in lines 6 and 8, should be changed to 
"first country code" recited in line 12 since both meant the same code. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



3. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a) "the terminal unit", recited in line 6, should be changed to "the origination 
terminal unit" for clarity since it lacks antecedence basis. 

b) "origination country code" recited in lines 7 an 9, should be changed to 
"first country code" recited in line 13 since both meant the same code. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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4. Claims 4 and 5 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

"the terminal unit", recited in line 5, should be changed to "the origination terminal 
unit" for clarity since it lacks antecedence basis. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 2 and 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
incomplete for omitting an essential step, such omission amounting to a gap between 
the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted step in claim 2 is: linking "the first 
country code" to the language of the guidance information. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting an essential step, such omission amounting to a gap between the steps. 
See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted step is: linking "the origination country code" to the 
language of the guidance information. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Caccuro et al. 
US 5,440,615. 

Caccuro discloses a language selection method in figures 1- and 3, comprising: 

storing originating country code in originating network (switchboard) 103 (column 
2, lines 62-66; column 1, lines 51-59); 

sending the originating country code to a voice messaging system 109 in the 
destination network 107 (column 2, line 62 to column 3, line 10; column 1, lines 51-59); 

acquiring a telephone number of a caller terminal from network 103 via switch 
109 (column 2, lines 52-55, 62-66; column 5, lines 21-27); 

converting the telephone number into a first (originating) country code (column 5, 
lines 21-29); 

selecting, from a database 303 in which the first country code is stored in 
association with guidance information (announcement) in a language identified by the 
first country code (column 5, lines 29-43); and 

notifying the caller (originating) terminal unit via network 1 03 using the language 
selected (column 5, line 51 to column 6, line 1 1 ). 

8. Claims 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fung et 
al. US 6,069,939. 
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8.1 Regarding claim 7, Fung discloses a method for selecting a language in an 
international call based on a country code, comprising steps of: 

storing an originating country code in a communication network (column 4, lines 
51-58); 

sending the originating country code through the communication network 
(column 4, lines 51-58); 

acquiring the destination country code (column 4, lines 55-58; column 5, lines 27- 

34); 

selecting prompts (guidance information) from a database (figure 9) based on the 
destination country code (column 5, lines 27-34); 

notifying a called party's terminal with selected prompts (column 5, lines 27-34; 
column 7, line 65 to column 8, line 18). 

8.2 Regarding claim 8, Fung discloses a method for selecting a language in an 
international call based on a country code, comprising steps of: 

storing an originating country code in a communication network (switchboard) 
(column 4, lines 51-58); 

sending the originating country code through the communication network 
(column 4, lines 51-58); 

sending an originating telephone number and a destination telephone number 
with country codes (column 4, lines 51-58; column 6, lines 57-60; column 10, lines 30- 
38); 
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acquiring the originating country code (column 4, lines 51-58, column 10, lines 
30-38); 

acquiring the destination telephone number (column 4, lines 55-58); 

converting the destination telephone number into a destination country code 
(column 5, lines 27-34); 

selecting prompts (guidance information) based on the destination country code 
(column 5, lines 27-34); and 

notifying a called party's terminal with selected prompts (column 5, lines 27-34; 
column 7, line 65 to column 8, line 18). 

8.3 Regarding claim 9, Fung discloses a method for selecting a language in an 
international call based on a country code, comprising steps of: 

storing an originating country code in a communication network (column 4, lines 
51-58); 

sending the originating country code through the communication network 
(column 4, lines 51-58); 

reading from a network element (such as network adjunct processor 60; figures 
1, 8 and 9) an originating country code and destination code (column 4, lines 48-58; 
column 6, lines 57-60; column 10, lines 30-38); 

acquiring the destination country code from an originating terminal (column 4, 
lines 55-58; column 5, lines 27-34); 
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selecting prompts (guidance information) from a database (figure 9) based on the 
destination country code (column 5, lines 27-34); and 

notifying a called party's terminal with selected prompts (column 5, lines 27-34; 
column 7, line 65 to column 8, line 18). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1 , 3 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Caccuro et al. US 5,440,615 in view of Griesmer et al. US 5,878,124. 

9.1 Regarding claims 1 and 5, Caccuro discloses a language selection system in 
figures 1 and 3, comprising: 

acquisition means (controller 301) for acquiring a telephone number with an 
origination country code of a caller terminal from switchboard (communication 
network)103 via switch 109 (column 2, lines 52-55, 62-66; column 5, lines 21-27); 

converting means (controller 301) for converting the telephone number into a first 
(origination) country code (column 5, lines 27-29); 
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a database 303 (figure 4) in which the first country code is stored in association 
with guidance information (announcement) in a language identified by the first country 
code (column 5, lines 29-43); 

selection means (controller 301) for selecting the guidance information (column 
5, lines 29-43); and 

notifying means ( signal processing means 304) for notifying the caller terminal 
unit using the language selected (column 5, line 51 to column 6, line 1 1 ). 

Caccuro teaches that the origination country code is stored in the switchboard, 
not in the caller (origination) terminal. 

However, Griesmer discloses a universal telephone terminal 66 in figure 2, 
comprising a memory 202 for storing a calling number field 222 which comprised local 
(origination) country code 241 and local telephone number 242, and called number field 
221 which comprised caller input (destination) country code 261 and (destination) 
telephone number 262 (column 4, lines 50-53; column 5, lines 43-46; column 6, lines 
25-41), and the calling number field 222 and called number field 221 are sent to a 
destination server 50 when a call is placed (column 6, lines 21-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the Caccuro's reference with the teaching of 
Griesmer so that the origination country code would have been stored in an origination 
telephone terminal instead of a network element, because a telephone terminal and a 
network element were both network nodes, and storing the origination country code in 
which node would have been a matter of design choice. 
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9.2 Regarding claim 3, Caccuro teaches a setting means (controller 301 ) for 
processing of the guidance information (column 5, line 21 to column 6, line 11). 

10. Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fung et al. US 6,069,939 view of Griesmer et al. US 5,878,124. 

Fung discloses a system for selecting a language in an international call based 
on a country code, comprising steps of: 

storing an originating country code in a communication network (column 4, lines 
51-58); 

sending the originating (first) country code and dialed (second) country code 
through the communication network (column 4, lines 51-58); 

acquiring the destination country code (column 4, lines 55-58; column 5, lines 27- 

34); 

converting a received call message to the second country code (column 4, lines 
61-67; column 5, lines 1-14, 27-34); 

a database (figure 2) in which the second country code is stored in association 
with guidance information (column 5, lines 27-34); 

selecting prompts (guidance information) from the database (figure 9) based on 
the destination country code (column 5, lines 27-34); 
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notifying a called party's terminal with selected prompts (column 5, lines 27-34; 
column 7, line 65 to column 8, line 18). 

Fung teaches that the origination (first) country code and the dialed (second) 
country code are stored in the switchboard, not in the caller (origination) terminal. 

However, Griesmer discloses a universal telephone terminal 66 in figure 2, 
comprising a memory 202 for storing a calling number field 222 which comprised local 
(origination) country code 241 and local telephone number 242, and called number field 
221 which comprised caller input (destination) country code 261 and (destination) 
telephone number 262 (column 4, lines 50-53; column 5, lines 43-46; column 6, lines 
25-41), and the calling number field 222 and called number field 221 are sent to a 
destination server 50 when a call is placed (column 6, lines 21-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the Fung's reference with the teaching of 
Griesmer so that country codes would have been stored in an origination telephone 
terminal instead of a network element, because a telephone terminal and a network 
element were both network nodes, and storing the country codes in which node would 
have been a matter of design choice. 

Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed on 03/01/2006 regarding claims 6-9 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 
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Applicants amended the claims to include storing an origination country code, but 
failed to point out where or what device the origination country code was stored. As 
mentioned in the previous rejection, communication networks in the quoted prior arts 
comprise storage devices for storing an origination country code. 

12. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Sing whose telephone number is 571-272-7545. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang, can be reached at 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 



Conclusion 





04/19/2006 
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